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Vote Yes on HB 16-1097 

 (Coram, Moreno/Scott)  

Reduce Regulations for Medicaid Non-emergency Transporation Providers 
 

Current Regulation Creates Barriers to Entry  
Non-Emergent Medical Transportation (NEMT) and Non-Medical Transportation (NMT) providers are currently 
regulated by the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) as common carriers. This level of regulation has proven 
troublesome to attract new providers since larger transportation providers regularly protest or block new 
applications. The state lacks an adequate number of NEMT and NMT providers largely due to the current 
regulation structure.  
 
Reducing Regulations would Increase Access  
The bill would allow NEMT and NMT providers to be licensed by the PUC as a “limited regulation carrier.” This 
type of license would still require regular vehicle inspections, driver background checks, and sufficient insurance 
but does not allow applications to be protested or blocked by other companies. NEMT and NMT providers with 
this type of license would be able to serve Medicaid clients only. Taxi companies that currently provided NEMT 
and NMT transportation are unaffected by this bill and the bill does not change the common carrier’s regulation 
or rates.  Certain Medicaid transportation providers (i.e. buses owned by long-term care facilities) would not be 
included in this legislation since they are currently not licensed by the PUC. 
 
Safety Requirements for Medicaid Transportation would Improve 
This new type of regulation would still require fingerprint background checks for drivers. Companies would need 
to prove they have the proper level of insurance and regular vehicle inspections. The bill includes a provision 
that allows HCPF to transfer some of the Medicaid savings to the PUC so they can hire a vendor to inspect 
Medicaid transportation vehicles more frequently.  
 
Increasing Access Saves Money  
The Department assumes that the increased number of providers available would lead to increased utilization 
of NEMT services which would increase access to less costly medical services. The Department estimates that 
increasing access to less costly medical services would save $15,800 total funds in FY 2016-17 and $345,000 
total funds in FY 2017-18. 
 
Who is in support of the bill?  
Public Utilities Commission  
Colorado Association of State Transit Agencies 
Colorado Coalition for the Medically Underserved 
Colorado Consumer Health Initiative  
 
More Questions?  
Please contact Zach Lynkiewicz, Legislative Liaison, at 720.854.9882 or zach.lynkiewicz@state.co.us 


